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Columbine's Frank DeAngelis named Colorado High 
School Principal of the Year 

 

The Colorado Association of School Executives (CASE) has named Frank DeAngelis the 2013 Colorado 
High School Principal of the Year. DeAngelis has been principal of Columbine High School in the 
Jefferson County School District since 1996.  He has been at Columbine since 1979; he began his 
career as a social studies teacher. 
 
DeAngelis is one of the most recognized and highly-regarded school leaders in both Colorado and 
around the country. His courage, compassion, and strong leadership were immediately visible in the 
wake of the tragic Columbine school shooting nearly 14 years ago; since then, DeAngelis has 
continued to inspire his colleagues and fellow educators with his unwavering belief that every 
student matters.  
 
Jeffco superintendent Cindy Stevenson said, "While Frank DeAngelis is truly a national figure, his 
heart belongs in Columbine High School." His deep personal commitment to the school is evidenced 
in the inclusive culture he's worked hard to cultivate and what he terms the "Columbine Family." For 
two decades, that culture has been symbolized by the student chant "We are Columbine!" and 
DeAngelis takes seriously the need for every student to feel like part of the school family.  

 

More… 
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DeAngelis makes a point of seeking out as many students as possible and of visiting classrooms  
each day. He's purposeful and intently focused on ensuring a school environment where students  
and staff alike feel valued, welcome, and safe, and he goes out of his way to ensure that students  
are comfortable sharing any concerns or issues they might have. As Stevenson stated, "Every student 
believes that he or she is the most important person in Columbine that day," which illustrates 
DeAngelis' caring and inspiring leadership style.  
 
At the time of the school shooting, 145 staff members worked at Columbine, and 25 of those staff 
members continue to work at the school today. It would certainly have been understandable if he 
were to have left, but he promised the then–ninth grade class that he would not leave until they 
graduated. Fourteen years later, he continues to lead the school, and in 2012, he congratulated and 
recognized a group of graduates who were in kindergarten at the time of the shooting.    
 
In the years since the tragedy at Columbine, DeAngelis has quietly offered to help other communities 
that have experienced similar horrific events.  He supports them in the recovery  process with the 
wisdom he gained through his own healing.  
 
New York Times best-selling author Tommy Spaulding spoke of the impact of DeAngelis' leadership. 
"Walking down the halls between classes with Frank (at Columbine) was an experience unlike 
anything I've ever had. He knew everyone's name. He gave his students hugs. And he built them up.  
In a little more than a decade, he had helped transform the site of one of America's darkest moments 
into a beacon of light and hope and promise–all because of his commitment."  
 
DeAngelis reflects that his strongest motivation has been to make Columbine a better place while he 
has been there. "I take great pride in knowing that I have been–and continue to be–principal of one  
of the greatest high schools in the state, and that I, too, am Columbine." 
 
DeAngelis was selected for this honor by his peers in the Colorado Association of Secondary School 
Principals (CASSP), a department of CASE and an affiliate of the National Association of Secondary 
School Principals (NASSP).  
 
The Principal of the Year program is sponsored by MetLife and NASSP. This award recognizes leaders 
who have succeeded in providing high-quality learning opportunities for students. Selection criteria 
include personal excellence, collaborative leadership, curriculum, instruction, assessment, and 
personalization.  
 
As Colorado High School Principal of the Year, DeAngelis is eligible for National High School Principal 
of the Year recognition, which will be announced later this year. He will be honored along with other 
state winners in Washington, D.C. in early fall. 

# # # 
 

Established in 1969, the Colorado Association of School Executives (CASE) is an organization of more 
than 2,000 school administrators committed to improving student achievement through promoting 
and building quality education leadership in all Colorado schools. 


